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+The'new Mary Jane: Ward, THE PROFESSOR'S: UMBRELLA | (Random' House) is a retiable-candidate. 
 “for-big*saies and rentals; Mary Roberts Rinehart's name will push A LIGHT IN THE WINDOW 
_ s¢Rinehart) ‘to: the’ fore;: MacKinlay:Kentor has had his highs and: lows- and’ this’ is*sort 
‘of middte- MIDNIGHT LACE’ (Random-House).: See’reportsin pages following. : 


November 19 


Bellow, Saul : Vanguard 
THE VICTIM $2.75 


Again a book on the theme of anti-semitism,, but here is merely a fragmentary 
i ceantation without force, about which is woven a plot of nightmare quality. When Asa 
Tevinthal is held responsible by Kirby Allbee, (whom he knew but casually and disliked 
because of his strong anti-semitism) for the loss of his job, Asa reluctantly finds him- 
self in the role of his brother's keeper. Alcoholism was at the root not only of the 
loss of the job but of the subsequent break with his wife, and Allbee again makes Asa 
‘feel responsible, to the point of Asa's becoming a victim of his own conflict. Eventual- 
ly Asa reaches a more objective attitude, and breaks the false hold Allbee has taken. 
A story of New York today- in general introspective, thought provoking, but with the fo- 
cus on the idea rather than the people, who are little more than lay figures. 


November 26 


Wilson, Mitchell Simon & Schuster 
THE KIMBALIS $2.75 


From the mystery novel, which she handled with considerable distinction, this 
is a turn to the psycho-emotional melodrama, which though less successful, still provides 
-@ readable story of a closed father-daughter relationship. Ann Kimball, who had lived 
since the accidental death of her mother, under the dour, only questionably paternal, 
possessiveness of her father, for the first time falls in love with Steve laFarge. It is 
her father, who had destroyed Ann's memory of her mother by his distortion of her infidelity, 
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who now tries to keep Steve and Ann apart as he reveals that Steve was accidentally res- 
ponsible for her mother's death. Determined to try and override this barrier, Steve al- 
most fails until he secures evidence that vindicates Ann's mother, proves that her dis- 

affection did not include Ann, and in restoring to Ann the memory of the mother she had 

loved, he invalidates her father's hold... Psychological torment, with occasionally sen- 
sational trim, which subdues but indicates the pathological. (Not for all P.L.'s.) 


December 3 


Lowell, Elaine Arcadia House 
BELIEVE ME TRUE $2.00 


we For women- for rent- more commendable than most of its genre. This is the 2 
Shusad of the near. break-up of Gay and "Kim" Kimshaw, as Gay, thought spoiled and arrog- 
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ant by many, leaves Kim in the face of the competition of his law partner, the widowed 
Kathryn Donelli. Through the understanding of Jeanne Lambert, recently blinded, Gay's 
past insecurities are’ penetrated- from the loneliness of her motherless childhood to 
the constant challenge of Kathryn, who had always wanted Kim. The gentle Jeanne's in- 
tervention exposes Kathryn for what she is, establishes the justice of Gay's claims, 
restores her marriage at the psychological moment. A story of modern marriage. 


December 3 


Mack, Elsie Arcadia House 
THE DISPUTED BARRIER $2.00 


The age-old problem of the “other woman" as it affects young Ursula's marriage 
to David when her love and trust are poisoned by the hold his old love, Christine, seems 
to have over him. And not only is David apparently caught by Christine's appeal, but 
his best friend, the painter Claude, turns into Christine's firmest champion. Christine's 
behavior and increasing demands on David send Ursula to northern Canada to get her mother's 
guidance, and on her return she learns the story of Christine's mental unbalance and is 
able to face her suicide and the defeat of all Christine's influence from the past. A | 
better and more intelligent approach than soap opera, but petticoat pablum just the same. 


Rentals. 


Brooks, Anne Tedlock Samuel Curl 
LOVE CAME LAUGHING $2.00 


The regenerative influences of the Oregon coast - and a second love- for Jane 
Carter, as- after the war loss of her husband Phil, she goes to a small fishing town 
with her baby daughter, Sandy. In spite of her sense of guilt to Phil's memory, she 
falls in love with Jon Lindley, elopes with him but does not dare tell her family- or 
Greg- who also loved her, faces minor complications in the person of Linda, who loves Jon, 
but ultimately manages to kill off both the ghost of Phil and the pursuing presence of 
Linda for a happy future...dust passable and perhaps rentable. 


January 2 


Katkov, Norman Doubleday 
EAGLE AT MY EYES 3°, 
\ Xa ’ ? S 


“ Here is the problem of racial intermarriage - handled from a different angle, 
that of the intolerance of the orthodox Jew towards the non-Jew, the "goy". Katkov 
gives us, blow by blow, what it means to be a Jew, profoundly Jewish in his very soul, 
who falls in love with a Christien, and cannot face what it means to his family relation- 
ships, his whole training and background- and yet who cannot give her up. Her so-called 
socially acceptable family admits him, though seething underneath, until they realize — 
that he does not intend marriage, when the pent-up resentments come forth in a bitter, 
vivid scene. Eventually, Mary brings things to a head by accepting another man- and Joe 
marries her, and then again attempts to evade the issues. Here is the story of seven years 
of what is virtually psychoneurotic hysteria, of inability to yield any point to Mary, of 
failure to fit her into the background of his people, though his father (the best charac- 
ter in the book) does more than his share. At the close, when a final break seems inevi- 
table, it is Pa who comes to Joe's help, by asking him first that he leave them alone, 
give him a measure of peace at home - and then advises him to go to Mary, and try her way, 
since his has failed. An agonizing, painful and bitter book, but it may win over those 
who felt that#arth and High Heaven presented only one side fully and erred in sentimen- 
talizing the romantic aspects, and those who felt that Gentleman's Agreement wag synthe- 
tic both in its contrived situation and in the impossibility of a non-Jew knowing how a 
Jew felt. Well- for that audience, this is their book. But it doesn't make pleasant 


reading. 
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Favre, Lucienne Morrow 
@ THE TEMPTATIONS OF MOURAD $3.00 


Loosely a novel- more specifically a closely focussed panorama of. Turkey, past 
and present, her people, her relations with the colonial world, as experienced by Moslem 
Mourad. His life gives an intimate picture of Turkish life and character, as he exchanges 
the life of the duar and his close knit family, for that of the cities, when he is offered 
@ chance at further education. His many abilities get him through school safely, earn 
him money in the famous Kasbeh, and through his connections his life as a teacher is 
assured. His first marriage drives him to drugs, and his wife is murdered by one of his 
drug addict friends. He finds an orphan child and brings her up. He enters into the 
renaissance of native arts. He cannot propose marriage to his first love because she 
has become so thoroughly emancipated, and instead he marries his young ward and keeps 
her in traditional Turkish style...Throughout there is the national animosity against 
the French rule, the world apart of Turkish customs and codes, the compromise effected 
between two ways of life. This provides a variety of new backgrounds and characters and 
materials that have unusual interest in a field in which there is little of popular fla- 
vor. A book which would reward the reader to whose attention it is called. 


| Blackmore, Peter Putnam 
FICKLE MOMENT $2.75 


Without the elegant leisure and quality of the Thirkell series, this is none 
the less a quiet comedy of the minor tempests in respectable English society, at Water- 
mouth Regis on the southern coast. The arrival of adventurer Hardy sets in mdétion the 
merry-go-round that spins the Portal family on to futures of which they never dreamed. 
Elizabeth learns she cannot permanently hold the spotlight as the town’s leading lady 

@ in its operettas; her older daughter, Anna, procrastinates too long in marrying faith- 
ful Hubert; her other daughter, Louise, who dreams of romance with Hardy, finds a safer 
outlet for her affections. There is a Gilbertand Sullivan first night, a regatta, a 
lifeboat launching, and a disastrous storm; there is an outpost of Empire widow, a 
deserving, poor young man, and an ex-musical star to complicate the tangle further... 
English in character and humor, this is gentle entertainment. 


Wallace, Kathleen Putnam 
REUNION AT MEADS $2.75 


Competent, credible and conservative women’s fiction, this also covers a gen- 
erous amount of ground as a reunion at Cambridge (England) brings back the intervening 
years and changes in the lives of five. There is Mavis, scholarly, sexless, now the 
successful head of a woman®s teachers’ college, after she has forfeited the one man she 
loved to a younger, prettier sister; Nora, whose beauty has given way to bitterness; 
Fran, whose two marriages and six children brought her complete satisfaction; Annette, 
who with foreknowledge married a ladies’ man and leading dress designer; and Lynd, 
whose dull choice of a husband was compensated for in her three sons - and a clandes- 
tine romance. ... Women, lots of them, for women, lots of them, to rent. Good branch 


library circulation material. 
'- 
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Ward, Mary Jane Random House 
THE PROFESSOR’S UMBRELLA $3.00 
® ° Here's a book by the author of The Snake Pit which shows that her abilities 


are not canalized and that she can write in a different vein with none of the intensity 
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of The Snake Pit but with considerable accomplishment. This gives a fresh background 

to the problem of anti-semitism, sets it off casually on a college campus among the 

members of the faculty of a mid-western university. Here are the finer points of ao- 

ademic activity as intellectual integrity is overshadowed by social opportunism, pro- 
fesgorial politics, and so on, to which Gregry Kitner, who just liked to teach, re- 

mained indifferent. Jewish born, but from a middle west, Methodist background, which 

left him unexposed to the stigma of anti-semitism, Gregory is unaware of the bias which 
has blocked his advancement to the full professorship he deserves, and is completely 
surprised by his dismissal based on an imaginative charge of “moral turpitude® which 
cloaks the prejudice of the University’s president. Here are the reactions of his 
friends, largely fair weather; of the Dawsons with whom he lived for fifteen years; 
Tom, whose intellectual incompetence was overlooked in ‘his administrative ambitious- 
ness, as he headed for the presidency; Carl Goldwater, Jewish radical, who wanted to 
make acause celebre of Greg; Peebles, head of the department, with the threat of 
retirement and loss of his pension blocking his defense of Greg, and so on. Greg, by ) 
no means a crusader, contracts for a lucrative position in another field, is brought 
back to teaching by Harriet, who keeps him from escaping marriage as well as the 
world around him.... This will appeal to those who liked certain qualities in We: 
Happy’ Few nd to others who liked the urbanity of Gentleman's Agreement, with its 
underourrents of conviction. The impetus given sales by the audience of "The Snake 
Pit will get it off to a good start. 


ee 


January 5 


White, Patrick Viking 
THE AUNT'S STORY - $3.00 


A strange and rather confusing story which unfortunately echoes a pattern 
recognizable to many- the growing into mental unbalance of a woman who has never savored 
life in her own right, Theodora Goodman, sallow, plain, honest and sensitive child, grew 
up in a more or less typical small American town, having nothing to show for her life but 
the care of a crotchety mother- and the pleasure of her niece and nephews. Her one suit- 
or, considered by her mother a most “eligible” man, she “went with" for a time with no 
flicker of emotion, and turned down marriage, feeling that she was too plain- and her 
mother wanted it too much. Freed- at 45- by her mother’s death, she sets out to see the 
world, stopping at last in a Paris pension where she shared the lives of a motley group 
by enlarging in her imagination upon casual encounters - a period which grew in unreality 
and incoherence. Then, when the pension burned, she went home where her uncertain sanity 
quietly disintegrated as her thwarted nature became more repressed and ingrown. The 
period of her childhood had a certain poignancy, but for this reader the novel loses 
flavor and interest as the bitter end approaches. - A psychological nove},dealing with 
mental problems- of appeal to a fairly defined audience. 








January 8 


Jepson, Selwyn Doubleday 
OUTRUN THE CONSTABLE $2.75 or-$3-00— 

Feminine to flouncy adventure, this tells of Eve Gill*s personal, picaresque 
championship of Jonathan Penrose whom she picks up while he is on the run as suspect 
in a murder. Chivalric, to the point of foolishness, Jonathan assumes the appearance 
of guilt in Charlotte Inwood's alleged murder of her husband and does not realize that 
she is shielding another lover. Eve, quickly suspicious of the lovely Charlotte, gets 
a job as her lady's maid, realizing that Charlotte and her lover will turn Jonathan 
over to the police when necessary, and although failing to disabuse Jonathan when she 
confronts him with their intentions, she does succeed in trapping Charlotte for the 
police.... Contemporary England- though there is little that seems contemporary in 
character, this is not up to stricter styles or standards in crime fiction. 
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Rinehart, Mary Roberts Rinehart 
A LIGHT IN THE WINDOW $2.75 


An oddly old-fashioned novel, with deliberate gestures towards modern accoutre- 
ments and details - but a book that conservatives whose memories span two world wars will 
find successful recall of boom and depression and war years. At times nostalgic, both in 
fact and mood, as well as in patterns of thought. Today's generation of readers will feel 
the story a bit padded and at times irritating on its insistence on certain too-orthodox 
attitudes...This is the story of the rocky road of a first world war romance- of the diffi- 
culties of adjustment as an all-possessive mother who thought her son had married beneath 
him when he chose a girl in & small town near camp, attempts to dictate the pattern after 
the war. The story traces the ups and downs-the near breaks- the reknitting of broken 
threads. Against a background of publishing- of New York society- of Bar Harbor- of a way 
of life that may never come again, the story builds to what might have been a repeat per- 
formance as the son, just old enough for World War II, marries a girl in Florida- and his 
mother, just in time, holds tight rein on the instinctive reactions that- in her mother-in- 
law- had endangered her own marriage. A wholesome sort of story, despite some straying 
from accepted standards. But its success will stem largely from the author's established 
name . 


January 9 


Vidal, Gore Dutton 
THE CITY AND THE PILLAR $3.50 


A serious treatment of the problem of homosexuality, which instead of highlight- 
ing the more ordinary types of perversion, concentrates on the lesser recognized love of 
men for men, without spurious imitation of women. Jim Willard, a good athlete, finds com- 
pletion in his first love, and sexual experience, with virile Bob, and holds Bob's image 
before him as an ideal. He runs away to sea, lands a job as tennis instructor in Holly- 
wood, where star Ronald Shaw further instructs him in the secrets of the worlds without 
women, in the proper conduct of not betraying himself in public. Writer Sullivan con- 
tinues Jim's education, introduces him to Maria- but her love is not enough to swing him 
into heterosexuality. In the war, though some suspected Jim for what he was, he was never 
openly labeled, and his discharge came for actual medical reasons, and he sought out Bob 
again. He hoped to resume the old relationship despite Bob's marriage, but when Bob turns 
on him, Jim murders him- and leaves again for the sea...With sociological and psychological 
implications against the female-dominated American, this offers a thesis for the recog- 
nition of normal love between men, but does not turn out to be another Dusty Answer on 
its side of the ledger, though it provides the same controversial, understanding material... 


Storm warnings for PL's. 


a 

January ly 
Rosmond , Babette Dutton 
A PARTY FOR GROWNUPS $2.75 


From the lighter laughter of The Dewy, Dewy Eyes, to a considerably sharper 
sophistication in the story of an extramarital excursion. Jim, a doctor, with no cash, 
no character and no practice, bored by his marriage to Pauline who kept him well, found 
in liquor only one way out. Peg, with one marriage behind her and many affairs, with an 
unappeasable hunger for the unattainable, decides that Jim will be her last- meets him in 
New York for a week. Both the victims of their adolescent weaknesses, indulgences they 
have never learned to restrain, the affair quickly degenerates in quarreling, Jim goes 
home to Pauline, and Peg, in pique, decides to marry a well-fed, well-dressed man from Wall 
Street. Meeting Jim once again, he makes her go through with it, as both accept the hope- 
lessness of change...For women with worldlier tastes, this has a bitter smartness. 
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January 14 


Green, F.L. Reynal & Hitchcock 
A FLASK FOR THE JOURNEY $3.00 


The author of Odd Man Out, which was essentially a man hunt story with phil- 
osophical and sociological overlay that gave it greater substance, conveys in this book 
the fundamental search of man for freedom in the life stories of three chance contacts. 
Jack Kaspan, an auditor stranded by a General Strike in a client's house, tells of the 
means by which he learned that freedom lies in thought and solitude, in the spirit rather ! 
than in physical surroundings, Jane Gellson who is shackled to the past is haunted by her | 
brief marriage to a young German, Bernard Meddows, who is destined for success in his 
business, becomes a prisoner to his love for Jane and unable to escape his obsession, 
suicides. The larger part of the book is Kaspan's story - when, as @ prisoner of the 
Germans in this war, he learns, through the failures of his attempts to escape into 
physical freedom, the unlimited freedom of the realms of the mind, as he meets, in his 
German captors and his fellow prisoners, those who exemplify the many bonds that im- 
prison mankind, as in feigning madness to escape a sentence of death for killing a 
guerd, he is sent to a mental home for prisoners where he is the only sane person. A 
less prolix book than the previous one, but with the same conscience, concern for the 
confines of man's thought, mankind's destiny. Not for the casual reader. 


Hesse, Herman ny Holt 
Intro.’ by Thos. Mann DEMIAN !//5 $e-75° 
3 00 


A reissue of an unusual book first published in Germany before World War I 
this is beautifully done, and illustrates Hesse (author of Steppenwolf) at his best. 
It is in the handling rather than the story that the distinction lies. An introspective 
tracing of the struggles of a young German, Sinclair, through adolescence, to find and 
accept a philosophy of life which would include both good and evil. His friend of boy- 
hood, Demian, startles and then guides him in this search, with his deep-probing and 
original interpretations of parts of the Bible, life in general, and aids him to achieve 
the mystical power of will which are characteristic both of Demian and his remarkable 
mother. The sort of book that weaves a spell - for the highly literate reader. 


January 2°27 , WES 
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Wechsberg, Joseph i Houghton, Mifflin 
THE CONTINENTAL TOUCH $2.75 | 





No Looking for a Bluebird here, for this is a clinically observant and all too 
human a picture of one Louis Dellinick, later De Linc, who had more money, more women, 
more suits, more liquor than was good for him. From Central Europe, learning of sex 
from his father’s actress mistress, learning to use the law to his own self-perverted 
ends, without integrity in any of his dealings, Louis found America a happy hunting 
ground until his sins were found out. He doublecrosses himself out of his jobs, makes 
love to other men's wives, his own wife's best friends, he foxholes the war in Washing- 
ton, is aide to a General, and eventually tries to win back his present wife, who de- 
cisively tells him off. With no future, Louis makes one real gesture and goes on a 
trip to avenge his father's murder, a trip from which he never returns...Proving that 
European heels are no better than their American counterparts, this presents an in- 
timate picture of an opportunist, his self-made destruction and the worlds on which 
he preys, and provides sharp contrasts in refugee circles and gullible Americans. 
Unrelenting, but often effective portraiture. 
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Park, Ruth Houghton, Mifflin 
29§- HARP IN THE SOUTH ae 
20 
A poignant story of Sydney slums - a sort of Australian [Tree Grows in Brooklyn. 
The Darcy's, a tenement family, of Irish extraction, were destined for grim poverty, 
but got a tremendous lot out of life in spite of it. The relationship of members of the 
family, one to the other, creates the web that holds them together:- Hughie, a no-good 
drunkard who saw things in big terms only in his cups; Grandma, who occasionally shared 
@ wee nip with him; Mumma, who knew he adored her, and who loved him, in an odd sort of 
way, and who managed to hold her head high, despite the battle of the bugs, and the two 
girls. But chiefly it is Roie's story, the growing pains of adolescence, the tragic af- 
fair with crippled Tommy, the sad aftermath of their breakup, her hesitant visit to an 
abortionist and precipitate departure; and then of her abiding love for Charlie and their 


marriage, and a new pattern of predictable poverty set in motion. Then there are the neigh- 


bors and their stories:- Miss Sheily in one of the attic rooms, with her bastard idiot 
son}; and Mr. Diamond, who berated the Catholic Church- and finally joined it; and the 
Sisters; and Lick Jimmy, fruiterer and good neighbor, and Mrs. Siciliano who unwittingly 
betrayed Roie's pathetic little secret. The book has a wistful charm that is difficult 
to analyze. 


Kantor, MacKinley Random House 
MIDNIGHT LACE ///2 $2.75 


Completely unpredictable is MacKinlay Kantor. Here's a story, period and re- 
gional in flavor (1911l- small town Iowa) - with the protagonist a girl on the make, out 
of a shady Chicago background, who decides to cut her losses, pose as an innocent good 
girl, with an illusively fragrant background, and find herself security for the future, 
which will combine with a bit of gold digging and a position in the community. How she 
sets about it- how she creates the imaginary background- how she does her gold digging 
on the one hand and gets herself the town's best bachelor on the other- makes for enter- 
taining reading, fashioned with embellishments of region and period lares and penates. 
Ben Steele, proprietor of a livery stable and upstanding citizen, wins out and brings to 
the fore the best that is in her. But in the processes she tries out a few'of her high 
hat city ideas, she falls foul of nefarious plotting of the local political boss, she 
abandons some goals - and tells the truth at last. Serialized in Woman's: Home Companion. 
Sheer entertainment value. Good rentals- substantial sales. 


Mannes , Mary | Viking 
MESSAGE FROM A STRANGER 2 : $2.75 


A first novel by a contributor to the Wew Yorker, Harper’s,etc. - this is dis- 
tinctively feminine and cultivates both the sensitive and the sensuous on 4 rather sophis- 
ticated level. In idealistic, somewhat tremulous terms, this follows the after-death 
activities of Olivia Baird, mother, mistress, wife and famous poet, as she watches over 
those with whom she had been most intimately involved, as her unseen presence continues 
its guidance. There is Max Aronson, her first husband, a radical, and Whitney, her second, 
proper and puritanical, whom she had married for stability, security. There are her two 
children, Philip and Auriol,Philip to whom she is closest, Auriol who takes on her step- 
father's materialistic standards but at the end acquires more genuine values; and parti- 
cularly Brian, her editor, whom she loved but could not marry, who motivated her casual 
promiscuity, and was most deeply affected by Olivia, alive and dead. Gradually, as all 
resolve their lives, Olivia is released and the final transmutation takes place...For 
women- but not all women. 
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Close'to Publication- These’ Three 


Harcourt, Brace 


Viertel ,' Peter 
LINE OF DEPARTURE $3.50 

A story of young marriage during the separation of the war years, which esta- 
blishes a direct, contemporary contact and carries recognizable conviction. Here are 
Janey and Pat Dimick,- Pat as he is shipped overseas and pushes on into Germany, somewhat 
afraid and very insecure as a green officer; Janey, as she adjusts from boredom to in- 
dependence, as she takes a job, gets involved with Gray and his guilt over non-participa- 
tion in the war, his decisive self-concern. Out of a rather negative desire, Janey 
sleeps with Gray, hating the duality the relationship imposes, breaks it off- to hear | 
that Pat is reported a prisoner. With his homecoming she realizes the stress of change, 
of silence, their marriage will have to withstand...An intelligent, incisive interpreta- 
tion of common circumstances and conflicts-sympathetically handled. 


Reynal & Hitchcock 


Simenon, Georges 
BLACK RAIN $2.50 
Dramatic in the intensity of its concentration, provocative in its implied 
rather than overt intent, this again proves the author's ability to blueprint character 
climax, psychological overtones. For the sustained monotone of a child's memories em- 
phasizes the mounting tensions in his family as a self-centered old aunt comes to live 
with his parents, and her visit coincides with a manhunt. The piling of little incident 
on little incident, the importance of each moment's happenings, increase the child's 
hatred for the old lady, and underline the narrowing search for the fugitive. It is the 
boy who first realizes where and how the quarry is hidden, and his terror mounts as he 
realizes that it is in the old lady's power to inform against the man. The climax of 
the search comes with his parents’ decision to send Aunt Valerie on her way. Effective 
picture of a Norman town and its market place, of the undeclared battle between a child 


and an adult. 


Allan, Francis Reynal & Hitchcock 
THE INVISIBLE BRIDGE $2.50 
ith ‘ 
i vai 
= The psychopathological portrait of a killer, this holds considerable sharpness 


and suspense, pursues the deterioration of pretty-faced Charles Webber to its feverish, 
fatal finale. Cosseting the memory of his mother who had made a swish of him, continuing 
its pattern as he is kept by older, protective and possessive women, Charles carries out 
his first impulse to kill when blackmailed by his half-brother, Rand. Meeting Lora, and 
falling in love for the first time, Charles is aggravated by the persistent patronage of 
Dorothea, disposes of her quickly, quietly. As the days pass and small details close in 
on him, omissions haunt him, Charles distintegrates under the pressure of suspicion, 
finds that his “invisible bridge" to the things he had wanted has failed him, ends his 
own life...A suave, sometimes satirically edged and accomplished performance which will 


find a double market among crime fanciers. 


‘CROWBAIT | 
| 
January 2 “ 
Yates, Margaret & Dutton | 
Bramlette, Paula DEATH CASTS A VOTE ¥ $2.50 
Shadows of presidential candidacy confusing the problems of murder, when a 
nominee-to-be's secretary suicides- or is killed. A determined young newspaperman, and | 
his belief in the nominee's connection with “hot oil", his friendship with Captain 0' | 
Sullivan of the N. Y. Police, and his concern for the wife of the nominee's publicity man, | 
helps to break the case, and still keep the scandal elements from the papers. Texas, to 
Menhattan, realistic to romantic, and intelligent writing. 
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Mason, Sara Elizabeth | Morrow 
a THE WHIP $2.50 


The narrative rather than deductive style in crime fiction, this vindicates 
young, helpless and hopeless resigned Carlotta Ives who had confessed to the murder of 
A her Aunt Sophie. Dr. Mark Sargent, psychiatrist assigned to the case of Carlotta, 
| finds his emotions as well as his interest involved, retraces her Dickensian childhood 
with Aunt Sophie, is sure of her innocence and substantiates the evidence for the 
police. Romantic- and by all means readable. 


Moore, Irving & Morrow 
Bergquist, Lillian | YOUR SHOT, DARLING $2.50 


Crime state California and an entertainment pier the setting for shooting 
gallery owner, Al Madigan's attempts to believe in and prove his wife's innocence when 
she is sentenced on 4 murder charge. Pursued by crack shot Hope, needled by competition 
and doublecross, Al smokes out the killer in a fancy shooting match. Good pace, action 
and machinegun technique. 


January 5 


Fox, James Coward -McCann 
DEATH COMMITS BIGAMY 3 $2.50 


Light touch to a breezy tale of blackmail and murder, with private cop Johnny 
Marshall, and his trusting wife, Suzy, trying to- but learning they carinot- beat police 
‘ routine. Stalking the secrets of a moving picture family, the well known Crosses, 
Johnny and Suzy manage to avoid a too successful frame-up , and catch a killer for the 
police. Congenial. 


January 7 o 
b Blake, Nicholas ? Harper 
| MINUTE FOR MURDER — $2.50 


Nigel Strangeways, and the strange ways of death in a government office, as 
poison makes away with Our Blonde, a more than usually attractive secretary, and Strange- 
ways, working unofficially for CID, proceeds logically to narrow his investigation of 
the office personnel and their relations on the outside. Sounding out one case after 
another against each suspect, fitting together affairs and characters, Strangeways is 
able to stagemanage a scene that reveals the killer's identity. A detailed, wellworked 
out brain exerciser. . 


January 8 


j 
? Poe 


| Heberden, M. V. Doubleday 
| DRINKS ON THE VICTIM .. $2.00 


Desmond Shannon, losing a good if objectionable client on a quarrelsome week- 
end party, applies quieter oe methods in the murder of rich Mr. Ander- 
son to his guests, employees, and“Ris daughter- a hellcat. From the many who had motives, 
slow elimination provides the right answer. Takes it easy- for this particular detective 

@ and series- of which this is not the best. | 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) for Decenber 


Crane, Frances - THE CINNAMON MURDER LeMay, Alan - HELL FOR BREAKFAST 
Goldthwaite, E. K. - DATE WITH DEATH Maugham, W. Somerset - UP AT THE VILLA 
Wallace, Francis - KID GALAHAD 


DELL BOOKS (Each $.25) for December 

Burke , Richard - THE FRIGHTENED PIGEON Hitchcock, Alfred - HOLD YOUR BREATH 

Coxe, G. H. - MRS. MURDOCK TAKES A CASE Mason, Sara - THE CRIMSON FEATHER 

DELL BOOK OF CROSSWORD PUZZLES Rinehart, M. R. - THE STATE VS ELINOR NORTON 
PENGUIN BOOKS (Each $.25) for December 


Ferber, Edna - SHOW BOAT Targ, William, fd. - GREAT WESTERN STORIES 


Mystery Writers of America, Inc. - Penguin Original - Morehead & Mott- 
GREAT MURDER STORIES Smith - THE NEW QUIZ BOOK 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) for December 


Bristow, Gwen - DEEP SUMMER Haycox, Ernest - RIM OF THE DESERT 
Christie, Agatha - DEATH COMES AT THE END Norris, Kathleen - MYSTERY HOUSE 
Dickson ,Carter - DEATH-AND THE GILDED MAN Smith, Thorne - DID SHE FALL? 


De Luxe Edition of 


Wolfe, Thomas Scribner 


LOOK HOMEWARD , ANGEL $5.00 


In line with the growing interest in Wolfe (the novels reissued by Sun Dial 
and Modern Library, the Viking Portable, in the last two years) comes this handsome new 
edition illustrated with 100 pen and ink spots and 12 full page pictures done by Douglas 
Gorsline. The houses, landscapes, and strictly atmospheric illustrations are excellent, 
and in keeping with the mood of the book. However, few of the many characters have the 
dignity or even humanity of those in the text. Gant appears a ridiculous old man, Eugene 
an idiotically staring scarecrow, Eliza small and blank, etc. Even the angel, which appears 
frequently, seems out of place, and only Ben bears any resemblance to the original. Since 
the book has been available only in reprints for some time, this gift edition will supply 
a need for many Wolfe admirers. A beautiful piece of book-making whether the illustra- 


tions are to your liking or not. (Publ.) 


Special Gift Editions 


Steinbeck, John Viking 
TORTILLA FLAT $6.00 


A reissue featuring seventeen full-color reproductions of oil paintings illus- 
trating the text, by Peggy Worthington. 


Douglas, Lloyd Houghton, Mifflin 
THE ROBE $5.00 


The long-anticipated holiday edition of this popular novel is to be published 
on November 12. Illustrations- eight in full color, plus end papers, are by Dean Corn- 
wall, and take full advantage of the resplendent, multi-patterned richness of background 
and detail. The text has been entirely reprinted. Important gift item. 
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Skim Pickings= Wo MUST Books 


For spectalists in Americana, James 7. Fléxner's FIRST FLOWERS OF OUR WILDERNESS 
(Houghton); an excellent biography, DAVID LILIENTHAL by Willson Whitman (Holt). 
See pages following for reports. 


November 12 


Flexner, James Thomas Houghton, Mifflin 
FIRST FLOWERS OF OUR WILDERNESS $10.00 


A "Life in America" series book - and from that angle important for scholars 
interested in all phases of the development of America. Outside that field, the interest 
will be primarily among those who collect books on art. It is difficult to assess its 
commercial value without seeing the illustrations,- eight in full color, over 150 in 
half tone- drawn from the authentic examples of work of early American artists, through 
Copley. Dr. Flexner has done a tremendous amount of research into the study of the aes- 
thetic products of those early days of colonial America and the young Republic; he has 
weighed the European influences,- English primarily, but with a substantial Dutch strain, 
and some French. He has refused to accept unauthenticated data- or to attribute conclu- 
sively paintings to certain artists, if he feels the assumptions are of later- and doubt- 
ful- date. He has thrown new light on the Puritans with his picture of their compensating 
love of color in their personal lives. He has traced the craft aspects of our early art 
products- the low social esteen in which artists were held (due, in many cases, to their 
origins among the simpler people, the artisans, the commoners). Actually, the aristocra- 
tic idea inspired no valid art, and resulted in imitative work. Trumbull was really the 
first American artist well born and well educated; most of them pulled themselves out of 
their class by their own bootstraps, until the rising tide of revolution changed the 
whole pattern of America's social standards. Various aspects of the “primitive” period- 
of the patroon painters- of the “mortuary” paintings- of the assembly line system by 
which the artist did the head and turned his canvas over to journeymen to do the back- 
grounds and lower parts of the figure, all this contributes greatly to our understanding 
and knowledge. Few of the names seem familiar - many have shadowy backgrounds, but some 
stand out:-Emmons, Hesselius, Kuhn, Henrietta Johnston, Bridges, Feke, Copley, West. 
Regional aspects are lightly touched upon, and the gradual growth of the indigenous fla- 
vor that brought the American school into the consciousness of the art world. But some- 
how at no point does he make you feel the life and the part the painters played in it. 
The end result is very like the output of the painters of whom he writes-"surface design” 
- “insubstantial” - "flat". Some of the most challenging, arresting material is in the 
footnotes, where he discusses such things as the shoddy scholarship in relation to 
American art (and names names, unhesitatingly)....In a season strangely lacking in art 
books, this will fill a demand. 


November 13 


Cross, Milton J. .- Doubleday 
MILTON CROSS‘ COMPLETE STORIES OF THE GREAT OPERAS $3.75 


The men known to the huge radio opera listening audience has taken 72 operas 
(German, French, Italian, Russian, English), covered plot, dialogue, details of produc- 
tion, and arranged the material so as to be easily used as a reference tool. The bulk 
of the text deals with the opera stories; three brief chapters on history of opera and 
of ballet, and on how to listen, what to look for, follow; there's a bibliography and 
index. Cross is the official commentator for the Metropolitan. 
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November 20 





Vanguard 


Baker, Denys Val- £d. 
MODERN BRITISH WRITING $5.50 












A selection of the representative best from the British little reviews, this 
is a collection of short stories, poetry, essays and literary criticism which introduces, 
re-introduces in many cases, the English intellectucal-aesthetes. The introduction, by 

the editor, shows the British little magazine (of which there are some 40-50 today) as a 
barometer of modern writing, as a reflection of its international interests, philosophic 

or propagandist intents, regional influences. In the short story section, Liam O'Flaherty, 
Anna Kavan, Rhys Davies, William Sansom, James Hanley, Mary Lavin are among the more fa- 
miliar names; among the essayists are Stephen Spender, George Orwell; among the critics 
John Middleton Murry and V.S. Pritchett, with Arthur Koestler, Rex Warner, Rilke and 
Lawrence among those writers given critical interpretation... A bibliography places the 
various little magazines appearing today in scope and interest. Of appeal to a more 
serious, intellectual market. 
















November 28 





Haig-Brown, Roderick Morrow 
THE WESTERN ANGLER $5.00 































Originally published in a limited 2 volume edition- now completely revised, 
extensively rewritten, and with illustrations by T. Brayshaw. This is a Must book for 
the sportsman who hopes someday to fish the waters of British Columbia. To the layman, 
the material seems highly technical, but Haig-Brown is one of the geniuses who can make 
technical data on species and varieties of trout and salmon, their habits, the character- 
istics of the waters, the equipment and tackle, all seem interesting. He puts himself 

ee into his writing, spices it with personal preference, experience and anecdote, and charges 
his readers with his own enthusiasm for more intelligent approach to questions of con- 
servation, development, research, under scientific leadership. 


December 1 


Bagar, Robert & THE CONCERT COMPANION: Whittlesey 
| Biancolli, Louis Comprehensive Guide to Symphonic Music $7.50 


Good handbook for the constant attendant at symphonic concerts (or the constant 
listener to radio symphonic music), for here are year-round program notes- alphabetically 
arranged by author, on perhaps five to six hundred compositions. A brief line or two 
places the composition, defines it, indicates when and where it was first performed. Then 
follows brief, yet comprehensive, notes on the content, form, with biographical data, and 
occasional anecdotal bits to lend color. 


December 29 


Glesinger, Egon Simon & Schuster 
THE COMING AGE OF WOOD $3.50 


In the belief that wood will become the “characteristic raw material" of our 
civilization, this is a discussion of its many uses, and waste, and goes into internation- — 
al considerations as well as industrial. The need for conservation, and integration, of 
the forest industry, with Sweden setting the example; the German attempt to monopolize 

Ge the wood market before the war and what would have beon involved had they succeeded; the 
attempts so far at some sort of international policy and what must still be done - this 








i 
$14) 
Hi 


Paes cara a * pe 
rere 
i ae ed 


fa no, 


emeemn 


~ Sa tec te RNC i CR 7“ 
aos rE 


EOL 


———————————— 


1 








November 1, 1947 Non-fiction -616- 





takes the first half of the book. The second half is a breakdown of the many uses of 
wood, not only for construction,- paper, pulp, but as wood sugar (power, plastics, chem- 
icals), cellulose, lignin, reconstructed wood, wood alloys, wood gas, etc. etc. Through- 
out there is a conservation slant- a spare that tree reminder that without careful re- 
forestation, our lumber resources may be exhausted... The handling here, which is often 
repetitive, does not do much to extend a somewhat limited field..... 


January 2 VY 


Shulman, Milton Dutton - . 


DEFEAT IN THE WEST $4.50 


An evaluation of the causes of German defeat, analyzed from interrogations of 
senior German officers, and a pre-D-day study of the German army, by an officer of the 
Intelligence Staff of the First Canadian Army. Here, with ample examination, are the 
inherent symptoms of defeat - the failure of Hitler as a military strategist, the ef- 
fects of too much discipline and ignorance, the fatal weaknesses in the General Staff, 
the mistakes made early at Gibraltar, Crete, with Russia, with the United States, at 
Bl Alamein, and the total effectiveness of the Invasion. There is discussion of per- 
sonalities as well as battles, and the whole underlines the ways in which victory for 
the Allies was also made possible by the inherent shortcomings in German leaders and 
people. A book for the student of history as well as strategy, of national as well as 
individual psychology, this claims accuracy in its material and facts, and is geared to 
the layman's intelligence. But again- it will have to face the hurdle of the reluctance 
of the general reading public to read books about the war. It will find its place in 
public libraries. 8 plates. 7 maps. 


Friedman, E.M. Viking 
MAN'S LAST CHOICE $2.00 


A British theorist discusses briefly, and in not particularly original terms, 
the relationship of science and political power to demonstrate how the former controls 
the latter, how the preservation of our civilization depends no longer on mass strength 
but on scientific knowledge - and a few decisive weapons. He appraises here the scien- 
tific ability of various countries, showing through their Nobel prize winning records 
(not too conclusive as evidence) that America and England, then western Europe, lead 
over Russia and the East. He shows how air and atom power have discredited geopolitics, 
how the technology of war has been revolutionized. And he recommends the Baruch pro- 
posals for international control of atomic energy as the only possible satisfactory 
basis for deleting the threat of the atom bomb, even in the face of Russian opposition 
which he feels must be met by even stronger resistance...One man's views, which even if 
valid and authoritative, seem somewhat slight in book presentation. 


Davidson, Morris Coward, McCann 
APPROACH TO MODERN PAINTING #—7 27. 4//2 $6.00 

A survey of the sources of modern painting and the outstanding exponents, this 
emphasizes the creative, experimental and original, instead of concentrating on that which 
is “more modern than art". Indicating the heritage of present day art from the primitive, 
renaissance, El Greco, this chronicles the eras of realism, impressionism, cubism, ex- 
pressionism and non-objective painting, and interprets the leading painters of the various 
groupings. In conjunction with Robsjohn-Gibbings' book (see report P. 596), this is 
interesting in its criticism of the nihilistic, arid influences, in its analysis of the 
political import of the artists and their work. Aesthetic definition and consideration, 
that is sane rather than faddish in its treatment, this should prove a worthwhile addi- 
tion to the art book shelves. Illustrated. 
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January 5 











Roberts, E. Adolphe Coward, McCann 
LANDS OF THE INNER SEA $4.00 





Roberts has built a sound reputation for his factual knowledge and understanding 
of the Caribbean area, and this is evident in his latest book, which is, however, defin- 
itely intended as a guidebook. He covers an enormous amount of space~- geographically 
speaking: - Cuba, both Havana and the interior; Jamaica; Puerto Rico; the Virgin Islands; 
Trinidad and Tobago; Barbados and British Guiana; the Dutch Guianas; Martinique and Guada- 
loupe; French Guiana; the Windward and Leeward Islands,- with special emphasis on his 
favorite of the group, Dominica; Haiti and The Dominican Republic; the Bahamas and 
Bermuda. He gives concrete advice on where to stay, what to see, and the highspots of 
interest, as well as a concise historical background and a brief survey of the political 
and economic picture. Competent- but lacking in the Strode or Eleanor Barly flair. 







































Januery 7 v 


Chamberlain, Neil W. Harper 
THE UNION CHALLENGE TO MANAGEMENT CONTROL - $4.50 


How far should labor unions be permitted to encroach on management, what rights 
have they to go as far as they have, where is the line of demarcation to be drawn to make 
possible ea peaceful and successful labor-management relationship? These questions are 
uppermost in industry today - and Chamberlain, an associate of Yale University Labor and 
Management Center, hes written an extremely detailed and methodical study of labor-manage- 
ment relations with particular attention to the phase of labor's forcing itself into the 
management sphere, delving into labor history for background. Management, concerned with 
its legal responsibility to stockholders and in its position of authority, is in conflict 
with the union basis of the institutional rather than the legel view. Objectively summar- 
izing the reasons of management and those of labor, the conclusion reached is that no 
feasible line of demarcation has been found yet, but that a solution is based on function- 
al integration which conceives of the enterprise as composed of its various interest groups, 
building around and encompassing them, taking into consideration the obligations of the 
bargaining partners to (1) their own constituencies, (2) to each other, (3) to the public. 
A thoroughly specialized report, comprehensible only to those with a sound knowledge of 
management principles. Intended for people intimately concerned in labor relations and 
management, for students of economic and sociological theory. 


Hugard, Jean & Harper 
Braué, Frederick THE ROYAL ROAD TO CARD MAGIC $4.00 


A rewarding book for the serious amateur in card conjuring, written by a top-. 
flight instructor- a book which presents a graduated approach, explaining progressively 
difficult principles and selections of sleight-of-hand, for a beginner determined to be- 
come @ more than average “magician”. How to do- how to perform with grace, skill, effect - 
shuffles, flourishes, glides, palming, lifts, passes, reverses and forces; how to frame a 
presentation, how to build the patter to the personality, how to practice so that tricks 
may be shown anywhere, with any deck of cards. The number of people who are interested 
is legion. Sell this along with the Gibson book, Professional Magic’for Amateurs 
(Prentice-Hall- see report P. 380). They supplement each other. 


Huxley, Aldous Harper 
MOBTAL COILS:- 4 Play o if $2.50 | 
From the short story, The Gioconda Smile, this play with its Greek tragedy under- 
tones, has been written. Whether or not intended for stage production, it will be inter- 
esting reading for those to whom the subtle implications of Hutton’s relations to his in- 
valid wife, to Janet, his contemporary, who is in love with him, to Doris, his youthful 
mistress, to Nurse Braddock, avenger, display the brilliance of their creator. From the 
dramatic angle, the play seems to offer little reward. 




















November 1, 1947 Non-fiction -618- 


January 7 


Street, Edward Harper 
HANDBOOK FOR SOCIAL AGENCY ADMINISTRATION $5.00 


A definitely canalized appeal, this is exactly what its title indicates,- a 
handbook which should prove of constructive value for reference in social agencies, where 
matters of organization are undergoing evolution into the more businesslike setup deman- 
ded now by foundations, businesses, big donors and so on. The author as Director of 
Community Chest in Bridgeport, speaks from experience. He discusses constitution and by- 
laws , composition of Board of Directors, committees, officers, executive staff, office 
equipment, personnel policies, routing and transportation of workers, accounting, budget 
making, statistics, purchasing department, public relations, financial administration, 
coordination with other local agencies. The stuff is there- but the format looks like a 
textbook, with its topical heads, its questions and answers. 


January 8 


Tallant, Robert Doubleday 
MARDI GRAS #3-09, 

The festive, flamboyant festival Mardi Gras, as it has been evolved tradition- 
ally, and as it takes place today- given full accounting. Its symbolic and historic 
origins; the influences and innovations the Creoles and Americans brought to bear; the 
clubs (closed affairs) and the balls they give; the carnival courts; costumes; various 
Kings, krewes and klans; Rex and King Zulu; the varied spectacles and changing customs 
through the years; and the actual processes of securing invitations to the balls, 
achieving the status of queenship or kingship, participation, and so on. A handbook on 
the Mardi Gras which does not want for coverage but lacks the communicative charm of 
Lyle Saxon or Harnett Kane on the fascinating New Orleans. 


January 12 on 


Hurd, Charles Dutton 
=. WASHINGTON CAVALCADE $4.50 LY 


Second in Dutton's American Society Series, this by no means equals the first 
title, The Proper Bostonians, in sharpness of place portraiture, and is rather an ac- 
count of the social life of the capitol city through the years than an interpretation of 
its characters. Opening in 1800, when the capitol was moved to Washington, this traces 
the opening of a new century, the setting of new styles with Dolly Madison, the first show 
places, balis, scandals; the stress on eating - the "primary social activity”. Changing 
regimes and salons, the new buildings, the booms and panics, cliques and castes, clubs 
and embassies, wars and social feuds, through the years down to the New Deal which first 
made Washington a cosmopolitan capitol, and the war when it became the command city... 
The life of the city - a city perhaps too much in flux to achieve an identity its own - 
in terms of its superficial activities and achievements. 


Janvery-23- afe3 4/27 


AZALEAS $3.75 


This was reported last July- P. 358- when intended for September publication. 


“The material is handled in a somewhat different way from, for example, the book on 
begonias (Begonias for American Homes: and Gardens - Krauss- also Macmillan) in that the 


listings are included in the text, as an integral part, and the space is devoted primarily 
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to the facts the gardener interested in azaleas needs to know rather than the horticul- 
turist or the botanist. The greatly increased interest in azaleas makes this a timely 
contribution to the gardening book shelf. Not only are species discussed, but there 

are sections on propagation, on soils and preparation, on planting, culture, care, feed- 
ing and pruning; on azaleas as house plants; on disease and pests. Illustrated with 


color plates and half tones.” 
January—13 3/2 


Maynard, Sir John Macmillan 
RUSSIA IN FIUX $6.00 


Reported Aug. l- P. 421- for Oct. publication as follows:- A scholarly treatise 
on Russia as a whole, delving into her history, discussing thoroughly the peasantry, the 
church, the broad sociological picture before the coming of Marx. The Marxian philoso- 
phy, the revolutions and civil wars that followed, the progress of the new ideology, the 


development of the whole new economy, its effect on the people as well as the country, 
and the policy of the new Russia toward the rest of the world are all individually inves- 
tigated, with an equitable discussion of pros and cons which maintain throughout the 
intelligent, unbiased attitude of one who attempts to bring the light of understanding 
without prejudice. This book is a combination of Russta-in Flux and The Russian Peasant 
and Other Studies which the author published in England in 1941 and 1942 respectively. 

It manifests a very British scholarship and detachment, both of which will mitigate 
against any popularity of appeal, to a wide American audience. 


January ?) ,/14 


Whitman, Willson Henry Holt 


DAVID LILIENTHAL ~~ $3.00 


Reported Sept. l- P. 493- for Oct. 30 publication as follows:- News value- 
even with the lapse of months since the committee deadlock - in Lilienthal's name, 
should stimulate interest in this excellent biography. Any man who has been identified 
with the two greatest projects of contemporary America - TVA and the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission- deserves a biography of this high calibre. The author's background, for the 
reading public, is his book on TVA- God's: Valley.. Lilienthal is presented as the new 
type of public servant, whose training and ability, judgment and resourcefulness, make 
him the natural head of our next great project, the Atomic Energy Commission. The man, 
as he thinks and plans, comes through the text,- simple, modest, yet direct and forceful, 
a great leader in ideas of practical democracy at work. While the focus is on Lilienthal 
in relation to his two big jobs, there is a good human background- Lilienthal's boyhood 
and youth in Chicago, his first important job, economically and politically speaking, 
when the La Follettes brought him to Wisconsin, his battle with Willkie when he came’ to 
Tennessee. There is something of his family life, his marriage, his small son. A bio- 
graphy that gives one confidence in the man. 


Scribner 
THE LAST BILLIONAIRE aHratit $3.75 


Anecdotal reminiscences of Henry Ford, that makes no attempt at formal bio- 
graphy, interpretation or appraisal, that merely presents the man as the author, a news- 
paperman, knew him over the years; and through the eyes of associates and friends. There 
are entertaining chapters on his hobbies,- folk dancing, collecting, reconstructions, an- 
tiques, diet, prohibitions - on his convictions and their evolution- on his zeal and 
genius~ and on the fact and fable of the man himself. There are bits of his family life; 
the many controversial industrial issues which centered around him are given full space, 
but with no judgment offered. There are scenes of Ford with his colleagues, chance ac- 
quaintances, and employees. A treasurehouse of Ford material, clarifying some scala 3 
ing opinions, providing a mobile ape of the motormaker. 


Richards, William R. 








@ tive, crusading career, with perhaps more documentary than popular appeal. (11/3) 
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January #? va 


Remy Whittlesey 
MEMOIRS OF A SECRET AGENT OF FREE FRANCE: Vol. I $4.00 


Reported Aug. 15, for October publication- P. 457- as follows: In a first 
volume, a rather lack-lustre account of a DeGaullist intelligence network in France in 
1940. Gilbert, the agent, formerly connected with a bank, Joins the DeGaullist move- 
ment and is sent back to organize espionage at a time when loyal followers were few, and 
France's resistance was at low ebb. Shuttling from Madrid to France, as a movie produc- 
er, occasionally accompanied by his family, little effort was made apparently at deceit, 
written memos were kept, and so on. Evidently success was predetermined, or at least 
due to other departments of the underground. The purpose and achievement of this book 
no doubt is the relief of suppression - off the author's chest and to a general public 
if the market can still be spotted. We feel it is questionable. 


Late Comers- Practically Published 


American Artists Group i 
MISSOURI: Heart of the Nation $3.00 


Though primarily a regional picture book, both running commentary and captions 
contribute to this record of American life, stressing all phases of industrial activity, 
natural beauties, cultural character, moods varying from pastoral to dynamic intensity, 
landmarks, traditions, sports, city life and the great river. The project was launched 
by Scruggs-Vandervoort-Barney, of St. Louis - and a foreword outlines the geography, the 
social and economic history and tradition, the characteristics of the Missourian. The 
14 famous artists include such familiar names as Howard Baer, Peter Hurd, Georges Schrei- 
ber, Lawrence Beall Smith and others. 106 paintings. (Publ.) 


Botkin, B. A.- Ed. Crown 
A TREASURY OF NEW ENGLAND FOLKLORE $4.00 


Similar in pattern to the well-received A Treasury of American Folklore, 
this accummulation of regional material again offers a wealth of documented, ably ass- 
embled stories, rhymes, songs, proverbs, etc. There is no competition with the Mussy 
book, for this follows no chronological order, has no historical intent. The entries 
come from legend and tradition, from Barnum and Coolidge; this is encyclopedic in scope’,. 
a book for reference and pickup reading entertainment, for the enjoyment of homely, in- 
teresting, indigenous background material. (Publ.) 


Pinchot, Gifford sa Harcourt Brace 
BREAKING NEW GROUND $5.00 
This posthumously published autobiography of a public servant who pioneered 
in the field of forestry is more strictly the story of how conservation came to America 
than his own personal story except as he was a part of the movement. The years span 
from 1885 when Pinchot chose forestry as a vocation and a cause, after leaving Yale, to 
his defeat and the defeat of his policies under a weak Taft presidency. The first 
American to make this a profession, he covers, in the text, and in considerable detail, 
his first field trips, his consultant work for first private lands, then under T. R. 
Roosevelt, public lands; the creation of the Forest Commission and of vast reserves; the 
policies and practices applied to government lands; the development of the new science 
and its spread overseas. Enthusiastic though sometimes long-winded account of an ac- 








November 1, 1947 Won-fictton -621- 


Harcourt, Brace 


Strode , Hudson 
NOW IN MEXICO $5.00 
More definitely a travel guide than its predecessor, Timeless Mexico, this 

again bears evidence of the catholicity of taste and knowledge and interest and ability 
that makes Strode outstanding as guide and counselor. His own enthusiasm is contagious, 
and whether or not the reader has been to the places of which he writes, they become a 
part of one's heritage. This encompasses some ten years of visiting Mexico, and there 
is no attempt to make it a chronology of his own travels, as successive chapters take 

up Yucatan, Cuernavaca and Taxco, Mexico City, Michoacan, Uruapan, Puebla, Oaxaca- and 
interspersed sections on eating - on markets- on Mexico's artists- on bits of history 
and biography and anecdote, until the whole takes form as a rich panorama, a glowing 
portrait of our neighbor to the south. There are enough bits for the inquiring tourist 
to serve as a handbook, and its only lacks are an index, which might make it a practi- 
cal guide, and a bibliography, which would indicate others in the field, to supplement 
and expand the visitor's knowledge of Mexico. Beautifully written, with color and dra- 


ma and zest. Illustrated with fine photographs. (Publ.) 


Hastings House 


Chamberlain, Samuel 
SPRINGTIME IN VIRGINIA $4.00 
Any book of Chamberlain's beautiful photographs needs no introduction nor 
definition. This includes 322 photographs chosen from six years of Virginia calendars, 
and is a companion volume to fver New England. Every picturesque and traditional and 
historical facet is represented, though neither in inclusion nor arrangement does the 
book pretend to offer a comprehensive, organized portrait of the state. Some will say 
that the claims made in the introduction that this will show what Virginia has given 
the world in progressive race relations, in challenge to Toynbee's strictures on Virgin- 
ia as a dying civilization, are scarcely borne out by the beauty of the selection of 
photographs. There seems to be some unnecessary duplication as in photographs of the 
Natural Bridge, Carter's Grove, a brick farmhouse, etc. But it is a lovely book. (Publ.) 


Mellen, Kathleen Dickenson Hastings House 
IN A HAWAIIAN VALIEZY $3.50 


A charming gift plus sale item, and a beautiful piece of book making. The 
text offers a number of pen portraits, personality sketches, little stories, character- 
istic of the people who try to live the good life of the free man, representative of 
the best of the native Hawaiians. The pictures, sketches in pencil by Madge Tennent, 
well-known as an interpreter of the Polynesians, reflect the quality of the text. But 
the sales appeal will lie largely in the beauty of format, lovely binding, fine typo- 
graphy, paper, and so on. (Publ.) 


Harrold, Charles Frederick -fd. New Editions of Longmans , Green 
Newman, John Henry APOLOGIA PRO VITA SUA Each 
THE IDEA OF A UNIVERSITY $3.50 

A GRAMMAR OF ASSENT 


In excellent format, thoroughly readable text, the lectures, essays, superb 
controversial writing, the self-searching autobiography, the brilliant defense of Catho- 
licism, contained in these three volumes, are presented for a public to whom Newman is 
perhaps too often simply a name and a symbol. One of the most influential of Victorian 
public figures, his Apologia Pro Vita Sua and his Grammar of Assent (less well-known) 
still provides perhaps the most closely reasoned analysis of what it means to hold a 
belief. In these days of self-searching, these books might well have a renascence. 


(Publ. ) 
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Dunn, Esther Cloudman & Oxford 
Dodd, Marion E.- £4S- THE TROLLOPE READER $4.50 


An ideal bedside book, this intriguing introduction to Trollope, presenting 
him through self-contained passages which take one on a tour through the English pano- 
rama of town and country, rich and poor, titled and commoner, politics and the church, 
society and other aspects of the Victorian world a century ago. Lively portraits of the 
personalities Trollope created emerge, and one turns to the topical index to locate 
characters and scenes and identify their sources. Trollope fans will feel a bit cheated 
at the loss of that inimitable and thoroughly English facility in story telling- “with 

& little fox-hunting and a little tuft hunting, some Christian virtue and some Christian 
cant", But the fact that San Francisco Public Library, for example, reports 76% increase 
in demand for Trollope suggests that the market is alert to any material on Trollope. 
This, however, seems to us merely a tantalizing taste of richer fare. 


Geiringer, Karl Revised edition of Oxford 
BRAHMS $5.00 


First published in 1936, when newly available material under legal seal until 
1933 made it a vitally important contribution to the knowledge of the man and the musi- 
cian. Now this new edition is still further expanded by inclusion of some newly dis- 
covered letters presented here for the first time in English, and some musical notes 
on various compositions found since 1936. Enlarged bibliography. (Publ.) 


Rodale, J.I.- &d. Rodale Press 
THE WORD FINDER Allentown, Pa.-$6.50 


Are you ever baffled by a word just on the tip of your tongue and eluding you? 
Do you ever feel you must get away from a hackneyed combination of words? Here is the 
book for you. It combines three books, now out of print- Adverb Finder, Verb Finder, 
Adjective Finder - and in the combination of the three, and relating of words one to the 
other, the value of the individual phase is enhanced by the merger. Though not a synonym 
book, this suggests parenthetically, synonyms, as sort of cross reference. (Publ.) 


Taber, Gladys Macrae-Smith 
STILLMBADOW KITCHEN $2.75 


Cats and dogs and guests and children must complicate the processes described 
in this book, but the results sound enticing. This is one of those cookbooks you start 
out to sample- here and there- and soon find yourself reading just for the joy of it. 

I wish I'd done it pencil in hand, for there's no index, and the very detailed Table of 
Contents- pages indicated - is still not a substitute. Lots of tips on tricks- short 
cuts- flavoring and so on will be hard to relocate. 3ut it is still a very complete, 
barring some personal bias, country kitchen cookbook, for those who think cooking is fun. 


Gullers, K.W. Ziff-Davis 
SWEDEN $4.00 


A photographic book by a Swedish photographer famous in his own country. He 
here presents his native land, shows a cross section of its activities, reflects the 
spirit of the people, the picturesque aspects and the grandeurs of the country. It is 
@& companion volume to his Stockholm. More than 100 pictures, showing cities, harbors, 
forests, farms, sports, cooperatives, scientific and industrial developments, physical 
training, medical care, fishing, arts and crafts and so on. Superb photographs in the 

main, though the reproduction occasionally loses some of the quality. The chart of 
technical data at the end makes it valuable for professional and amateur photographers. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 





Appleton-Century 


Ingells, D.- THEY TAMED THE SKIES- definite date 11/14 529 
Lehrman, H.- RUSSIA'S EUROPE - definite date 11/24 (C) 589 
Molloy, R.- CHARLESTON- from 11/7 to 11/14 525 
Coward -McCann 
(J) Klemin, A.- THE HELICOPTER ADVENTURE- from 11/17 to 11/26 548 
Lerner, A.J.- BRIGADOON- from 10/30 to 12/1 590 
MacDougall, A.R., Jr.- WHERE FLOWS THE KENNEBEC- from 11/17 to 12/8 587 
John Day 
Buck, Pearl- FAR AND NEAR- from 11/6 to 11/13 586 
Doubleday 
Fishbein, M.-E&d. SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE- from 11/13 to 11/28 592 
Rockwell & Grayson- THE COMPLETE BOOK OF FLOWER ARRANGEMENT- from 11/6 to 
11/13 567 
Dutton 
Strunsky, S.- TWO CAME TO TOWN- price from $2.75 to $3.00 (C) 557 
Harcourt, Brace 
McKenney, Ruth- THE LOUD RED PATRICK- price from $3.00 to $2.50 565 
Harper 
Eaton, E.- EVERY MONTH WAS MAY- price from $2.50 to $2.75 417 
Mallery, 0.T.- MORE THAN CONQUERORS- price from $2.50 to $3.00 418 
Pierce, J.A.- NEGRO BUSINESS AND BUSINESS EDUCATION- price from $3.50 to $4.00 418 
Houghton, Mifflin 
Fitch, Jon- AMERICAN BUILDING- postponed to 1948 459 
Foley, M.- £4 THE BEST SHORT STORIES OF 1947- price from $3.00 to $3.50 4ho 
Geismar, M.- THE IAST OF THE PROVINCIALS- from 10/23 to 11/5 456 
Patton, Gen. G.S., Jr. - WAR AS I KNEW IT- from 10/28 to 11/4. Price from 
$3.00 to $3.75 492 
Rosenfeld, P.- THE SHERWOOD ANDERSON READER- from 10/28 to 11/3 346 
Winant, J.G. - LETTER FROM GROSVENOR SQUARE- from 11/6 to 11/18 567 
Knopf 
Mussey, B.- £d. YANKEE LIFE- from 11/10 to 11/17 592 


Little, Brown 


Bates , H.E.- THE PURPLE PLIAIN- from 11/5 to 12/15. Literary Guild selection 


for January. (C) yyy) 
Morrow 
Hubbell, L.W.- LONG ISLAND TRIPTYCH- from 11/12 to 11/28 530 
Norton 
Rimington, C.- Ed. THE SEA CHEST- published 10/24 498 
Putnam 
Brown, Warren- WIN, LOSE OR DRAW- from 11/14 to 11/28 569 
(J) Fishel, Dick- TERRY AND BUNKY PLAY BASEBALL- postponed to 1/2/48. Price from 
$1.50 to $1.75 468 
Pfaffenberger, C.J.- TRAINING YOUR SPANIEL- from 11/14 to 11/28 569 
Rinehart 
Carter, Hodding- FLOOD CREST- from 11/13 to 11/26 556 
Doan, Edward N.- THE LA FOLLETTES- price from $5.00 to $4.00 571 
Fromm, Erich- MAN FOR HIMSEIF- price from $3.50 to $3.00 DT1 
Norman, Charles- SO WORTHY A FRIEND- from 11/6 to 11/13 453 
Scribner 
Edminster, F.C.- FISH PONDS FOR THE FARM- definite date 11/3 423 
Herbst, J.- SOMEWHERE THE TEMPEST FELL- definite date 11/3. Price from 


$2.75 to $3.00 408 


McDonald, J.- &¢- THE COMPLETE FLY FISHERMAN- from 11/7? to 12/1. Price 


from $5.00 to $7.50 593 


Mitchell, E.V.- Ed. BEST SHORT STORIES OF CHARIES DICKENS-definite date 11/17 515 
Young, S.-£d. SELECTED POEMS OF SIDNEY LANIER- from 10/27 to 11/3. Price 


Whittlesey 
Gladwin, H. 





from $4.00 to $2.50. Note corrected title 461 
- MEN OUT OF ADIA- from 11/14 to 11/9. Price from $4.50 to $4.00 494 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMEN Ti- No. 2 
in collaboration with Nina Schneider 


PICTURE STORY BOOK 


Ross, Diana Transatlantic Arts 
THE LITTLE RED ENGINE GOES TO MARKET $2.25 
% This time the redoubtable chuff~-chuffing train goes to market, stopping at 


Successive jauntily named stations to pick up curious items for market,~- a crate of 
geese, a colt and sc on. The special sound assication appeal of this text throughout 
makes it popular with small children, and they like the sad and gay and well-chosen 
items. Leslie Wood's illustrations in soft colors have a contagious charm in color 
and casual subtlety of drawing. Paper jacket- board and pastedown covers. (11/17) 


BOOKS. TO READ ALOUD (5 to 8) 


Pomeroy, Vivian Beacon Press 
ANOTHER STORY, PLEASE $1.75 


The trained story teller will find these useful as models of how to fit a story 
to the special needs of the particular child, whether those needs are related to fears, 
to faults, to conceits, to sensitiveness and so on. The morals are fairly obvious- to 
the adult- and the lessons may make their own way with young listeners. Short stories, 
might-be-true stories, fairy tales, stories with a lesson or a message- good bedtime 
reading, which should be selected by a perceptive adult. Decorative chapter heads in 
line. (11/14) 


Vance, Bleanor Graham- Retold by 
Sharp, William- Jllus.. Harper 
THE TALL BOOK OF FAIRY TALES $1.00 


Familiar tall format series- more popular with children than with librarians- 
with a tremendous number of pictures, many of them in full color and many doublespreads- 
by William Sharp. The editor has skirted the dangers of the horrors so frequently an 
integral part of fairy tale classics, in retelling of some popular stories:- Snow White 
and Rose Red, Cinderella, Rapunzel, Puss: in Boots, Jack und the Beanstalk, The Golden 
Touch, Beauty and the: Beast, Snow White: and:the: Seven Dwarfs, Tom Thumb -. 16 stories in 
all. One could wish for a less perishable binding than the white board cover. (Publ.) 


Disney, Walt Simon & Schuster 
PETER AND THE WOLF $.25 


A broad and ponderously funny adaptation of Prokofieff's charming story of 
Peter and the wolf - based on the Disney animated cartoon sequence in "Make Mine Music". 
The little bird becomes Sasha, with a top hat, Sonia is tacked onto the duck, Ivan is the 
bullying cat, and the wolf is fiercer than a real life wolf. Merchandise value. (Publ.) 


Disney, Walt Simon & Schuster 
UNCLE REMUS $ 25 





Rather arbitrary revamping of the Joel Chandler Harris' stories of Brer Fox, 
Tar Baby, and Brer Rabbit- three episodes which we hope- may take young readers to the 
gay dialect stories themselves. 


-624- 
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Graham, Al Robert Welch 
THE MOUSE WITH THE SMALL GUITAR $1.50 


Humorous nonsense verse and attractive drawings by Tony Palazzo in line against 
color wash. The connecting link is a tenuous one - as a mouse is supposed to sing these 
verses to a chickadee. Language humor and picture humor- rather than content explain 
the appeal to the younger of the age level that likes books read aloud. There's not the 
substance here of the author's Timothy Turtle. Cloth binding. (Pybl.) 


FICTION FOR 8 to 11 


De Angeli, Marguerite Doubleday 
JARED'S ISLAND $2.50 


While the text doesn't measure up to the best of her work, this is a competent 
story of Jared, English lad shipwrecked on the Jersey coast, in 1760, and of his life 
with young Quaker Abner and his wife. Small boy adventures, with Indians and treasure 
hunts, make this pleasant entertainment for small boy readers, but there isn't quite 
the regional and period flavor one has come to expect from the author of Yonie Wondernose, . 
Elin’s America, and Thee, Hannah. Handome book with lovely wash illustrations by the 
author; cloth binding, jacket design in color. 95 PP. (Publ.) 


Buzzati, Dino Pantheon 
THE BEARS’ FAMOUS INVASION OF SICILY $2.75 


The allegory of the bears, lovable rough barbarians, who invaded Sioily and 
were corrupted by men, will appeal perhaps as much to the adult who shares it with a 
child of ten and up, as to the child, who may read it simply as a fantasy. An original 
tale which well deserves translating for American youth- though at times the translation 
seems complex, and the moralizing tone strikes a note foreign to American ears. But the 
opera-comique effect, the substantial plot, the humorous drawings- and full pages in 
color- by the author, make it appealing to a selective audience. Introduce it more as 
allegory than fairy tale- and note that the age level is definitely above that usually 
associated with fairy tales. (Publ.) 


Jones, Mary Alice Rand McNally 
JESUS AND HIS FRIENDS $1.25 


This carries the young readers of Tell Me About God, Tell Me About Jesus, etc. 
beyond the earlier books, to simple stories, based on the gospel story, of Jesus'human 
relations with his family, his friends, his followers, the people he helped and the peo- 
ple who were his detractors and his enemies. The episodes chosen focus on the compelling 
warmth of his personality - without regard to denominational bias. The author is well 
known in the field of religious education. Illustrations in full color and in black and 
white by Nedda Walker. Cloth binding. Colored jacket. 80 PP. (Publ.) 


Brady, Charles Sheed & Ward 
CAT ROYAL $2.00 


A quaint fairy tale air - almost archaic at times- characterizes this legend 
as supposedly recounted by the great gray house cat at Abbotsford, to young Charles, son 
of Sir Walter Scott, on a Christmas Eve made memorable by the coming of Washington Irving. 
Hinse, the cat, claims descent from one of the entourage of the Three Cat Kings, who came 
to Bethlehem on the first Christmas. A great battle between the wicked rats of Herod's 
palace and the valiant cats makes fanciful adventure, Decorative drawings in colored 
line make an effective book for Christmas giving. Cloth. 72 PP. (Publ.) 
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Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


Mansfield, J. Carroll 
| DAWN OF CREATION $2.75 


ieee 
€«@ { *. Story of the beginning of the earth, and the first steps of the human race - 









told in brief episodic form which,despite its conciseness, manages to convey the drama 
of the ages in review. The pictures have factual content as well as decorative quality, 
and carry the burden of fact, with occasional diagram quality to give a sense of the 
warch of time. Prehistoric man- the stemming back to common ancestors in lower forms of 
life - and the steps by which man progressed through discovery and invention to an ex- 
tension of his own strength, an understanding of natural laws, an approach to modern 
man. In 233 pages of text and pictures, the author has presented successive levels of 
unwritten history. (Publ.) 


Elms, F. Raymond Whitman 
STORIES OF NEIGHBOR NATIONS $2.00 


“Stories” seems a misnomer for this paste and scissors geography book, and any 
youngster who assumes from the jacket design that here are tales of youth in search of 
adventure will be disappointed. An assortment of encyclopedic bits of information, his- 
torical highlights and general features of 20 countries of the western hemisphere, from 
Canada to the Argentine. The maps are the chief value- the illustrations that decorate 
the tops of the pages suggest something of scenery and occupation. But the text is so 
scrappy, so superficial, that the book lacks substance and serves as merely a sketchy 
introduction to our “neighbor nations". Cloth. 80 PP. 


TWELVE. TO. FIFTEEN~ Fiction 


Jacobs, Emma Atkins Winston 
VICKI'S MYSTERIOUS FRIEND $2.00 


Vicki wanted to be an interior decorator, but circumstances thrust on her the 
running of the family bakery, in order to let her father get the doctor-ordered rest. 
Young romance and mystery, as reliable 19-year old Vicki and light-headed younger sister, 
Margie, are both attracted by red-headed Brian, stranger in town; and some mysterious 
situations arise. Very real family excitement, a credible mystery, pleasant people and 
easy situations make this well-sustained story worth reading. (Publ.) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG .ADULTS. 


Zim, Herbert S. Harcourt, Brace 
Iil.: by J.W.Brainerd PLANTS | $2.50 


An excellent book for the general reader and amateur botanist. The versatile 
author of Mice, Men and Elephants; Air Navigation; Minerals, and other science popular- 
izations, has turned out @ combination botany text, field guide and hobby handbook that 
makes the study of plants seem an exciting and not too difficult hobby. This will be 
fine supplementary reading for high school biology courses, while adults will find the 
easy, informal style conducive to straight reading. Bibliographies with each chapter 
and suggestions for home experimentation: and sollection enhance the value of thé book. 


(Pabl.) FOR PARENTS. & ‘TEACHERS. 
Bertail, Inez Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
f COMPLETE NURSERY SONG BOOK $3.00 
y, 175 songs, an excellent collection that fills a real need, for here are the old 


standbyes, in their most popular versions, lesser known and regionally popular songs for 
the very young, and simple accompaniments for piano. Finger play and simple dramatiza- 
tion are suggested when appropriate. Pictures in full color by Walt Kelly. It is too 
bad the cover is board- cloth would stand the hard wear the book’should get. ( Publ.) 












